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SERMOIV. 


PSALM  CXVI.  15. 
Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  is  the  death  of  his  saints. 

Saints  are  "a  peculiar  people,"  on  whom  God 
confers  peculiar  blessings.  Originally,  the  whole 
family  of  man  possess  similarity  of  character;  and 
are,  "by  nature,  children  of  wrath,"  and  have  the 
same  feelings  towards  God,  the  gospel,  themselves 
and  their  fellow  men.  In  regard  to  salvation,  they 
all  stand  on  equal  footing.  Christ  died  for  all,  and 
makes  the  offers  of  life  to  all,  on  conditions,  with 
which  all  have  the  opportunity  and  ability  to  com- 
ply. But  some  receive  and  others  reject  the  offers 
of  life.  The  former  are  called  saints,  and  the  latter 
sinners.  There  are  thence  good  reasons  why  God 
bestows  peculiar  blessings  upon  saints.  These  bless- 
ings flow  to  them  perpetually,  through  life,  in  death 
and  through  eternity.  The  Lord  does  not  leave  nor 
forsake  his  people  in  the  trying  hour,  when  they 
agonise  in  death  and  pass  into  eternity,  "Precious 
in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  is  the  death  of  his  saints." 
There  is  something  peculiar  both  in  their  character 
and  their  death,  which  renders  the  latter  precious 
in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  Hence  it  is  proposed  to 
inquire; 

I.  What  there  is  peculiar  in  the  character  of 
saints? 

II,  What  there  is  peculiar  in  their  death?     And, 


III.     Why  their  death  is  precious  in  the  sight  of 
the  Lord? 

I.    What   is  there  peculiar  in   the   character   of 
saints? 

Saints  have  correct  views  of  doctrine.     So  far  as 
opportunity  and  ability  permit,  they  are  prepared  to 
view  in  unclouded  light,  the  grand  principles   on 
which  the   vast  scheme   of  God's   benevolence   is 
founded.     They  possess  the  same  benevolent  spirit 
which  directed  the  uncreated  Jehovah  in  concerting 
the  glorious  plan  of  the  universe.     Being  partakers 
of  the  divine  nature,  they  are  qualified  to  view  with 
candor,  all  those  divine  principles  revealed  in  the 
works  and  word  of  God.     Opening  the  two  volumes 
of  nature  and  revelation,  there  is  no  obstacle  to  pre- 
vent the  light  of  divine  knowledge  shining   unto 
them.     When  they  view  the  objects  of  nature,  they 
perceive  them  constantly  changing  in  position  and 
figure,  which  teaches  them  that  they  were  created 
and  had  a  Creator.     When  they  contemplate   the 
design   manifest  in  the  works  of  God,  they  per- 
ceive that  he  is  intelligent.     When  they  consider 
that  he  created  all  things  without  pre-existing  ma- 
terials,  they  perceive   his   omnipotence.       When 
they  consider  that  God  must  be  where  all  things  are, 
to  uphold  and  direct  them,  they  perceive  he  is  om- 
nipresent.    When  they  consider  that  all  things  de- 
pend on  his  will  for  existence  and  preservation,  they 
perceive  his  omniscience.     When  they  consider,  that 
God  was  before  all  things  and  by  him  they  consist, 
they  perceive  the  eternity  and  independence  of  his 
being.     When  they  consider  that  all  things  tend  to 
a  good  end,  that  he  pours  his  blessings  and  sends  his 
rain  on  the  just  and  on  the  unjust,  and  has  given  ex- 
istence to  unnumbered  millions  of  intelligent  crea- 
tures, capable  of  discerning  and  feeling  obligation 
to  love  virtue  and  hate  vice,  they  perceive  that  God 
is   supremely  good;  and  once  good,  possessing  im~ 
mutability,  he  must  always  begood,  and  consequently 


must  possess  all  kindred  perfections.     These  attri- 
butes and  perfections  of  God,  saints  clearly  discern 
from  the  works  of  creation.     When  they  look  into 
the  volume  of  Revelation,  they  learn  more  fully  the 
doctrine  of  God.     Here  they  perceive  the  peculiar 
mode  of  the  divine  existence,  in  Father,  Son  and 
Holy  Ghost,  three  distinct  Agents,  equally  great  and 
good,  having  the  same  titles,  performing  the  same 
works,  and   receiving  the  same  homage;   and  that 
these  three  are  one.     When  they  read,  that  "God 
worketh  all  things  after  the  counsel  of  his  own  will," 
they  perceive  his  decrees  and  agency  are  particular 
and  universal.     When  they  read,  that  Christ  is  "God 
manifest  in  the  flesh,"  and  that  he  "purchased  the 
Church  with  his  own  blood,"  they  perceive  his  pro- 
per  divinity,  his  real  humanity  and  his  vicarious 
atonement.     WThen  they  read,  that  "charity  seeketh 
not  her  own,"  they  perceive,  that  religion  consists 
in   disinterested   benevolence.     When   they  read, 
that  "the  heart  of  the  sons  of  men  is  full  of   evil," 
they  perceive  the  doctrine  of  total  depravity.    When 
they  read,  that  sinners  "will  not  come  to  Christ,  that 
they  may  have  life,"  they  perceive  the  ne  cessity  of 
the  special  and  resistless  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
in   order  to  conversion.     When  they  contemplate 
the  invitations,  the  warnings  and  the  threatenings  of 
the  gospel,  and  the  reasonableness  of  their  Father  in 
heaven,  they  perceive  that  men  are  able  to  fulfil  the 
obligations  of  the   Word.      When  they  read,  that 
saints  "are  kept  by  the  power  of  God  through  faith 
unto  salvation,"  and  the  kindred  texts  on  this  topic, 
they  perceive  the  doctrine  of  saints'  perseverance. 
When  they   read,  that  "many  are  called  and  few 
chosen,"  and  the  long  list  of  proof-texts  to  this  point, 
they  readily  embrace  the  doctrine  of  personal  elec- 
tion to  holiness  and  eternal  life.    When  they  read,  tJiat 
"Christ  tasted  death  for  every  man,"  and  understand 
the  nature  and  design  of  the  atonement,  they  will 
believe  it  not  particular,  but  universal.     When  they 
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read,  "we  shall  all  stand  before  the  judgment  seat  of 
Christ,"  they  perceive  that  men  are  amenable  to 
the  court  of  heaven.  And  when  they  read,  "These 
shall  go  away  into  everlasting  punishment,  but  the 
righteous  into  life  eternal,"  they  perceive  the  doc- 
trines of  future  and  endless  reward  and  punishment, 
These  are  some  of  the  doctrines  which  come  under 
the  cognisance  of  saints;  and  possessing  as  they  do? 
a  benevolent  and  candid  spirit,  they  will  receive 
them  in  their  simplicity  and  truth.  There  are  com- 
paratively few,  who  do  not  belong  to  the  company 
of  saints,  that  have  correct  views  of  doctrine.  Their 
correct  views  of  doctrine,  therefore,  give  them  & 
peculiarity  of  character. 

Saints  have  correct  vieivs  of  duty.  From  the 
same  sources,  as  from  which  they  derive  knowledge 
of  doctrine,  they  derive  knowledge  of  duty.  Na- 
ture teaches  them  that  they  shouM  serve  and  rever-. 
ence  the  God  of  nature.  But  as  in  doctrine,  so  in 
duty,  the  Bible  is  more  explicit.  Duty  is  here 
sanctioned  by  the  direct  authority  of  Jehovah, 
Saints  find  by  the  word  of  truth,  that  they  are  bound 
to  worship  God  in  spirit  and  truth.  They  have  re- 
spect to  the  divine  command,  "Him  only  shalt  thou 
serve,"  and  uYe  shall  have  no  other  gods  before 
me."  They  perceive  the  duty  of  social  and  public 
worship,  when  they  read,  "Speaking  to  yourselves 
in  psalms  and  hymns  and  spiritual  songs,— Not  for- 
saking the  assembling  of  ourselves  together,  as  the 
manner  of  some  is."  They  perceive,  that  one  seventh 
part  of  time  is  to  be  kept  holy  to  the  Lord,  when 
they  read,  "Remember  the  Sabbath  day  and  keep  it 
holy — thou  shalt  do  no  work  therein — and  call  the 
Sabbath  a  delight,  the  holy  of  the  Lord,  honorable — 
not  doing  thine  own  ways,  nor  finding  thine  own 
pleasure,  nor  speaking  thine  own  words."  They 
perceive  their  duty  to  commemmorate  the  dying 
love  of  their  Redeemer  at  bistable,  when  they  hear 
the  gracious  wrords  of  his  lips,  "Do  this  in  remem-- 


brance  of  me."  They  perceive,  when  they  read 
uDo  good  to  all  men — Love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself," 
their  duty  to  embrace  all,  both  friends  and  enemies, 
in  the  arms  of  charity,  and  to  possess  a  spirit  of  kind 
affection  towards  them.  They  perceive  when  they 
read,  "Provoke  not  your  children  to  wrath — but 
bring  them  up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the 
Lord,"  that  the  high  responsibility  of  a  thorough 
religious  education  of  their  beloved  offspring,  rests 
upon  them;  They  perceive  from  the  significant 
language  of  the  Bible,  every  duty  arising  from  their 
various  connections  and  relations  in  life.  The  same 
spirit  which  leads  them  to  candor  on  the  subject  of 
doctrine,  will  lead  them  to  candor  on  the  subject  of 
duty.  Thus  having  correct  views  of  duty;  they  are 
"a  peculiar  people."  But  few  view  the  subject  of 
duty  as  saints  do.  And  many  who  acknowledge 
the  obligation  of  saints  to  perform  these  duties,  sup- 
pose they  are  not  binding  on  themselves.  But 
saints  feel,  that  obligation  to  the  performance  of 
them  rests  upon  themselves  as  well  as  upon  all  man- 
kind. 

But  what  gives  saints  a  peculiar  moral  charac- 
ter■,  is,  their  correct  experience.  Their  experience, 
is  the  exercises  of  their  hearts,  in  view  of  the  various 
objects  of  their  perception.  And  in  this,  they  are 
distinct  from  all  the  rest  of  the  world.  Possessing 
the  spirit  of  disinterested  benevolence,  they  are  pre- 
pared to  improve  their  knowledge  of  doctrine  and 
duty.  While  actuated  by  a  right  temper,  it  makes 
no  difference  what  objects  they  contemplate;  they 
will  have  correct  experience  respecting  them. — 
When  they  contemplate  the  eternal,  intelligent  ex- 
istence of  Jehovah,  and  all  the  attributes  of  his  na- 
ture, they  will  be  filled  with  a  holy  dread  of  his 
great  and  infinite  name;  and  cherish  towards  him  the 
love  of  benevolence.  When  they  contemplate  him 
as  possessing  all  possible  perfection,  they  cherish 
towards  him  the  love  of  complacency.     When  they 


contemplate   him  as  existing  in   Father,  Son   and 
Holy  Ghost,  united  in  one  Jehovah,  they  adore,  rev- 
erence and  admire  the  divine  mystery  which  they 
cannot  comprehend.     When  they  contemplate  him 
in  his  eternal  purposes  and  supreme  agency,  they 
submit  to  them  with  cordial  pleasure.     When  they 
contemplate  their  Savior  as  "God  manifest  in  the 
flesh,"  they  freely  trust  in  him  as  "able  to  save  to 
the   uttermost."       When   they   contemplate   their 
apostacy,  their  total  disaffection  to  God,  the  necessi- 
ty of  the  power  of  the  Spirit  to  change  the  heart? 
and  every  doctrine  that  passes  before  their  minds, 
they  have  new  experience  in  conscious  affections, 
appropriate  to  these  objects.     In  regard  to  the  du- 
ties of  the   gospel,  they  are  disposed   to  perform 
them,  however  repugnant  to  the  course  of  this  world. 
They  only  wait  a  knowledge  of  duty,  and  then  with 
pleasure    perform  it,  however   unpopular.      They 
pursue  the  path  of  duty,  not  as  a  servile  work,  but 
because  they  feel  the  obligation,  and  love  the  work. 
It  is  their  meat  and  drink  to  do  the  will  of  their 
Father  in  heaven.     This  is  correct  experience  re- 
specting the  doctrines  and  duties  of  religion;  and  it 
forms  a  dividing  line  between  saints  and  sinners? 
which  renders  the  former  peculiar  in  character. 

II.     What  is  there  peculiar  in  the  death  of  saints? 

One  peculiar  characteristic  of  the  death  of  saints , 
is j  the  composure  with  which  they  pass  into  eternity. 
They  view  all  things  to  be  subservient  to  the  divine 
glory.  And  regarding  the  divine  glory  with  su- 
preme pleasure,  they  are  satisfied  that  he  will  se- 
cure this  object.  They  know,  that  whatever  may 
be  their  destiny  in  eternity vGod  will  be  glorified; 
having  correct  experience,  they  give  up  their  bodies 
to  the  grave,  and  their  souls  to  God,  with  perfect 
serenity  and  composure  of  mind .  This  has  generally 
been  the  case  with  saints  in  all  ages.  This  was  true 
in  relation  to  the  Psalmist.  When  about  to  enter 
into  eternity, he  could  say, "As  for  me,  I  will  behold 


thy  face  in  righteousness;  I  shall  be  satisfied,  when 
I  awake  with  thy  likeness."  Stephen  could  say,  in 
his  expiring  moments,  with  perfect  calmness,  "Lord 
Jesus  receive  my  Spirit."  And  thousands  have  said 
in  the  trying  moment  of  dissolution,  "Come  Lord 
Jesus."  Job  could  patiently  wait  till  his  great 
change  came.  But  in  this  composure,  saints  are 
peculiar.  Sinners  approach  the  eternal  world  with 
fear,  and  often  with  trembling.  This  is  universally 
true,  except  with  such  as  are  lulled  to  sleep  in  the  lap 
of  carnal  security,  or  such  as  imagine  themselves  safe 
by  a  false  hope,  or  by  false  views  of  God,  of  sin  and 
of  a  future  state. 

Saints  die,  not  only  with  composure,  but  in  peace. 
This  the  Psalmist  saw  and  said.  "Mark  the  per- 
fect man  and  behold  the  upright;  for  the  end  of  that 
man  is  peace."  Saints  are  said  when  they  die,  to 
fall  asleep,  which  denotes  a  peaceful  state  of  mind. 
They  are  reconciled  to  God  and  have  peace  with 
him.  They  can  look  upon  the  world,  now  receding 
from  them,  and  feel  no  reluctance  at  leaving  all  its 
sordid  pleasures,  and  rising  above  its  heart-rending 
sorrows.  They  love  the  divine  law  and  delight  in 
it  after  Ihe  inward  man;  and  "Great  peace  have  they 
who  love  the  law,  and  nothing  shall  offend  them." 
They  have  peace  in  life  and  in  death.  Not  so  with 
sinners.  "There  is  no  peace,  saith  my  God,  to  the 
wicked."  They  have  had  none  in  life,  and  can 
have  none  in  death.  There  is  no  foundation  in  their 
affections  for  peace.  They  are  terrified  at  the 
thoughts  of  death,  and  the  idea  of  approaching  eter- 
nity, disrobes  them  of  all  comfort.  A  life  of  sin,  and 
in  many  instances,  of  crime,  press  with  a  solemn 
weight  upon  their  minds;  and  however  they  may 
endeavor  to  fortify  themselves  against  "the  king  of 
terrors,"  they  secretly  fear  and  tremble.  View  the 
contrast,  and  we  see  the  peculiarity  of  the  death  of 
saints. 

Saints  have  good  hope  in  death.  By  their  expe- 
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rience,  they  indulge  "a  good  hope  through  grace;" 
and  this  hope  does  not  forsake  them,  when  they  most 
need  its  supporting  influence.  It  keeps  them  from 
sinking  in  despair;  and  gives  them  strong  confidence 
in  God,  that  they  shall  behold  his  face  in  righteous- 
ness, and  drink  of  the  rivers  of  pleasure,  which  flow 
at  his  right  hand.  uThe  righteous  hath  hope  in  his 
death;"  but  the  wicked  is  driven  away  in  his  wick- 
edness and  dies  without  hope.  He  has  lived  without 
God  and  without  hope  in  the  world;  and  he  dies  as 
he  lives.     Saints,  therefore,  are  peculiar  in  death. 

Saints  die  partakers  of  the  divine  nature.  They 
partake  of  this  nature  in  life,  and  it  does  not  leave 
them  at  death.  As  they  have  holy  composure  and 
serenity  of  mind,  peace  with  God,  and  good  hope  of 
eternal  life,  so  there  must  be  the  divine  nature  with- 
in them,  from  which  these  must  arise.  As  before, 
they  at  death,  have  correct  experience.  These  ho- 
ly souls  aspire  to  those  peaceful  mansions  which 
they  have  in  prospect.  They  resign  themselves  in- 
to the  hand  of  God,  and  are  willing  he  should  dis- 
pose of  them  according  to  his  good  pleasure.  Being 
satisfied  with  God,  they  partake  of  his  nature,  and  in 
this  respect,  their  path  is  as  the  shining  light,  that 
shineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day.  This  is 
not  the  end  of  sinners.  Blackness  of  darkness  en- 
shrouds them  the  more,  as  they  draw  nearer  the  end 
of  sin. 

III.  Why  is  the  death  of  his  saints  precious  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord? 

1.  Because  they  are  the  objects  of  his  peculiar  re- 
gard. They  were  first  renewed  by  his  grace,  and 
have  been  constantly  nurtured  by  his  hand,  and 
cherished  in  the  arms  of  his  love.  He  has  nourish- 
ed and  brought  them  up  as  children,  and  borne  them 
through  all  the  fiery  trials  of  life.  He  set  them  as 
a  seal  upon  his  heart  and  upon  his  arm.  He  has 
been  as  tender  of  them  as  of  the  apple  of  his  eye. 
Such  objects  of  his  affectionate  regard,  are  not  forsa- 


ken  by  him,  in  the  moment  of  dissolution.  At  that 
trying  hour  God  is  nigh  his  people,  and  bestows  up- 
on them  serenity,  sweet  peace  and  heavenly  hope. 
Death  is  the  most  important  event  of  their  exist- 
ence, as  it  is  the  king  of  terrors,  and  fixes  their 
state  forever.  We  must  call  into  action  all  our  for- 
titude to  meet  its  summons.  This  is  a  precious  mo- 
ment; and  God  views  it  as  such,  when  his  dutiful, 
affectionate  and  obedient  children  are  brought  to  its 
door.  'They  have  fought  a  good  fight,  kept  the  faith, 
and  finished  their  course.'  "As  a  father  pitieth  his 
children,  so  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that  fear  him." 
And  as  death  tries  the  objects  of  his  love,  never  is 
the  divine  love  stronger  towards  them,  than  in  the 
agonies  of  death.  He  finds  it  necessary  to  dissolve 
the  connection  between  the  soul  and  body;  and  as 
it  is  a  most  painful  operation,  it  inspires  in  the  di- 
vine bosom  the  tenderest  regard,  and  renders  their 
death  precious  in  his  sight. 

2.  The  death  of  his  saints  is  precious  in  the  sight 
of  the  Lord,  because  they  are  then  delivered  from 
all  remaining  sin.  When  death  closes  the  present 
scene,  they  are  cleansed  from  all  their  moral  pollu- 
tions; and  their  emancipated  spirits  rise  to  heaven  as 
pure  as  the  angels  round  the  throne.  God  has  viewed 
all  their  imperfections  in  life,  with  much  solicitude; 
and  has  a  thousand  times  healed  their  backslidings 
and  loved  them  freely.  He  placed  his  heart  upon 
them  from  eternity,  and  has  loved  them  with  an 
"everlasting  love;"  and  when  they  die,  he  sees  the 
end  of  his  desires  in  regard  to  their  imperfections, 
and  views  his  precious  seed  completely  purified,  and 
qualified  for  his  presence  in  glory.  This  then,  must 
be  a  precious  moment  with  God.  All  that  glory, 
which,  with  infinite  care,  he  has  prepared  for  them, 
is  now  before  them;  and  it  must  give  him  supreme 
joy,  to  have  the  objects  of  his  eternal  love,  com- 
pletely prepared  for  the  mansions  of  endless  day. 

3.  The  death  of  his  saints  is  precious  in  the  sight 


of  the  Lord,  because  now  immense  glory  redounds 
to  Ins  name.  His  sovereign  grace  is  now  triumph- 
ant. It  has  gained  a  complete  victory  overall  their 
sins  and  sorrows.  How  much  soever  polluted;  how 
many  pains  and  tears  and  sorrows  endured;  how 
much  soever  they  may  have  suffered  on  a  sick 
and  dying  bed,  when  death  enters,  all  is  pure, 
all  is  calm,  all  is  ease.  All  tears  are  Wiped 
from  their  eyes — all  sorrow  and  sighing  flee  away. 
His  grace  triumphs  over  the  penalty  of  the  law  and 
over  the  "reigning  power  of  sin."  He  has  now 
brought  them  through  the  wilderness,  freed  them 
from  all  its  dangers,  and  they  possess  the  whole  land 
of  promise.  And  it  is  a  glorious  day  with  God.  His 
sovereign  mercy,  cherished  in  his  bosom  from  eterni- 
ty, has  defeated  every  foe;  and  it  now  shines  within  in- 
finite splendor  and  glory  on  these  vessels  of  mercy, 

Improvement, 

1.  From  this  subject,  we  perceive,  that  saints 
deserve  much  respect  from  men.  They  are  enno- 
bled by  correct  views  of  truth,  and  duty,  and  by 
their  deep,  holy  and  rational  experience  in  divine 
subjects,  and  by  the  composure,  peace,  resignation, 
and  hope,  that  accompany  them  to  eternity.  It  is  not 
a  mean  thing  to  be  a  child  of  God,  an  heir  of  heaven, 
Though  saints  may  be  deemed  the  refuse  of  human 
society;  yet  they  are  the  only  persons  on  earth, 
that  possess  a  character  truly  elevated  and  dignified. 
There  is  much  to  be  esteemed  and  imitated  in 
thousands  who  do  not  belong  to  the  family  of  saints; 
yet  they  have  none  of  that  moral  excellence,  which 
characterises  the  children  of  Ged.  Their  minds  are 
fixed,  in  sweet  and  rational  contemplation,  upon  the 
noblest  objects  in  the  universe.  The  attributes  and 
perfections  of  God,  his  law  and  government,  form  the 
noblest  object  of  contemplation.  With  the  highest 
pleasure,  saints  meditate  upon  it.  They  delight  in 
the  law  of  God,  after  the  inward  man;  and  it  is  their 


meat  and  drink  to  do  the  will  of  their  Father  in 
heaven.  They  are  the  salt  of  the  earth  and  light  of 
the  world.  This  our  Savior  declared,  by  which  he 
meant,  that  they  are  truly  excellent  and  praise- 
worthy, from  whom  a  saving  influence  flows  through 
community,  and  the  light  of  moral  virtue  emanates, 
to  attract  the  attention  and  captivate  the  affections 
of  man.  Are  they  not,  then,  worthy  of  respect? 
God  leads  the  way  in  this  honor  to  his  saints.  He 
has  a  very  affectionate. regard  for  them,  which  di- 
minishes not  in  the  struggle  of  death.  Are  they  not 
worthy  of  respect  from  men?  It  is  to  Christianity, 
that  the  nations  are  indebted  for  all  that  elevated 
and  refined  civilization  and  rational  freedom,  they 
enjoy.  Christianity  embraced  and  cherished  in  the 
heart,  is  the  light  of  the  world.  It  is  only  where  it 
is  embraced  and  loved,  that  man  is  ennobled.  And 
all  who  are  ennobled  by  its  principles,  are  charac- 
terized by  the  term  saints.  Are  they  not  worthy 
of  respect?  I  do  not  mean,  that  others  should  pay 
homage  to  them;  or  that  they  should  yield  their  rights 
and  privileges  to  them;  but  that  they  should  be  treat- 
ed with  that  respect,  which  is  due  to  their  elevated 
characters.  They  have  not  usually  been  among  the 
rich  and  noble  of  this  world.  "Not  many  wise  men 
after  the  flesh,  not  many  mighty,  not  many  noble 
are  called,"  to  be  the  peculiar  people  of  God.  The 
wise,  the  mighty  and  the  noble,  are  not  to  be  es- 
teemed for  their  wisdom,  might  and  nobility,  but 
for  their  goodness  of  character.  Character,  not 
this  wrorld's  honor,  riches  and  influence,  deserves 
respect.  And  as  saints  are  the  most  elevated  in 
character,  so  they  are  worthy  of  a  corresponding  re- 
spect. 

2.  From  this  subject,  we  perceive,  that  it  is  un- 
reasonable and  mean  to  despise  a  man  because  he  is 
a  saint.  In  former  times,  when  Christianity  was  yet 
in  its  infancy,  the  name  Christian  was  a  term  of  re- 
proach.    The  name  was  first  given  to  the  disciples 


at  Antioch,  by  their  enemies,  as  a  term  of  disrespect. 
It  is  no  matter  of  surprise,  that  saints  are  despised 
by  the  wicked  and  profane;  for  this  has  been  uni- 
form. This  work  of  darkness  was  begun  as  long 
ago  as  Noah  and  Lot.  They  were  despised  by  the 
antediluvians  and  the  Sodomites.  The  prophets 
received  the  same  from  the  "rebellious  house." 
And  the  Savior,  though  pure  and  immaculate,  was 
despised  and  persecuted  of  men.  The  apostles  met 
with  the  same  from  wicked  men.  To  the  present 
day,  the  same  spirit  prevails.  It  is  enough  in  the 
minds  of  many,  that  a  person  is  a  Christian,  to  stamp 
upon  him  reproach.  But  this  is  unreasonable  and 
mean.  It  is  unreasonable,  because  saints  are  worthy 
of  esteem  and  respect,  instead  of  reproach.  Unrea- 
sonable conduct  consists  in  viewing  things  and 
treating  others  partially  and  selfishly.  Those  that 
despise  saints  are  partial  and  selfish;  and  have  no 
good  reasons  for  doing  so.  It  is  because  they  hate 
the  spirit  they  possess,  the  doctrine  they  embrace, 
and  the  God  they  serve.  It  is  mean,  because  it  de- 
notes a  mind  degraded,  that  cannot  rise  above  the 
prejudices  of  the  base  and  vulgar.  Such  minds  do 
not  rise  to  the  noble  objects,  that  engage  the  atten- 
tion, and  captivate  the  hearts  of  angels  and  of  the 
Creator.  Enlightened  views  of  the  great  and  noble 
objects  of  God's  kingdom,  would  raise  the  soul  above 
cherishing  and  exhibiting  such  low  feelings.  Even 
if  we  esteem  saints  our  enemies;  and  if  they  actually 
are  so;  it  is  not  the  part  of  a  great  and  noble  spirit 
to  despise  them.  Despise  not  an  enemy.  God 
does  not  despise  his  saints.  He  carries  them  in  the 
arms  of  his  love,  through  all  the  trials  of  life;  and 
their  death  is  precious  in  his  sight.  Many  men, 
who  do  not  possess  the  virtue  of  saints,  nevertheless 
esteem  them,  and  speak  of  them  in  terms  of  respect, 
with  the  conviction  that  they  are  worthy  of  this  con- 
sideration. Such  are  elevated  far  above  the  unrea- 
sonableness and  meanness  of  those  who  despise  them. 


3.  We  perceive  God  to  be  an  impartial  Being, 
He  has  a  peculiar  regard  for  his  saints,  esteems  them 
above  the  rest  of  mankind,  makes  a  difference  be- 
tween them  and  others,  folds  them  in  his  arms,  and 
carries  them  through  life  and  death,  up  to  their 
heavenly  home.  But  is  he  not  partial?  Does  not 
his  peculiar  regard  for  them  prove  him  a  partial 
Being?  If  he  had  not  a  peculiar  regard  for  them 
and  did  not  treat  them  in  a  corresponding  manner, 
he  would  be  partial.  Partiality  consists  in  esteem- 
ing and  treating  mankind  differently  without  good 
reasons.  The  best  reasons  exist,  why  God  should 
esteem  and  treat  saints  differently  from  sinners.  The 
former  have  correct  views  of  God,  of  the  gospel  and 
of  duty.  They  love  and  serve  God,  embrace  the 
gospel  and  measurably  live  agreeably  to  the  rules  of 
moral  obligation.  But  it  is  not  so  with  sinners. 
They  have  not  the  love  of  God  in  them.  If  there- 
fore, God  should  esteem  and  treat  sinners  as  he  does 
saints,  he  would  be  partial.  There  could  be  no 
good  reasons  for  it.  In  his  estimation  and  treatment 
of  saints  and  sinners  he  shows,  in  the  most  perfect 
light,  his  impartiality.  He  shows  that  he  means  to 
make  a  difference  between  the  precious  and  the  vile, 
and  regard  objects  according  to  their  value.  He 
treats  all  according  to  their  respective  characters; 
and  no  one  can  complain  of  this  divine  conduct. 

4.  If  the  death  of  saints  is  precious  in  the  sight  of 
the  Lord;  then  we  see  why  they  should  fear  no 
evil,  in  passing  into  eternity.  They  often  fear  to 
enter  into  this  untried  state.  This  is  owing  to  want 
of  confidence  in  God.  He  has  said,  CI  will  not  for- 
sake my  people;'  and  has  given  them  assurance, 
that  he  will  sustain  them  "through  the  valley  of  the 
shadow  of  death."  It  is  not  owing  to  any  unfaith- 
fulness in  God,  that  saints  fear  to  die.  He  is  present 
with  them  in  the  trying  moment.  This  thought 
should  cheer  them  amidst  the  agonies  of  death. 
This  is  the  reason  why  they  should  fear  no  evil  ia 


passing  into  eternity.  Cod  has  renovated  them  by 
his  grace;  and  has  borne  the  in  through  this  inau- 
spicious world.  And  their  death  is  too  precious  to 
him,  to  give  them  occasion  to  fear.  The  voice  of 
death,  is  the  voice  of  mercy,  to  call  them  home  to 
glory  and  immortal  life.  For  God  to  sever  the  thread 
of  life,  is  a  signal  act  of  mercy.  He  merely  throws 
off  the  chains  of  slavery,  by  which  they  are  held  in 
bondage  to  sin  and  sorrow,  and  lets  them  go  free. 
The  pain  of  death  is  momentary.  A  few  struggles, 
and  they  are  forever  emancipated  and  rise  to  endless 
day!  They  should  fear  no  evil  for  there  is  no  evil 
to  be  feared. 

5.  We  see  why  death  is  divested  of  its  sting  and 
the  grave  of  its  victory.  The  death  of  saints  is  pre- 
cious in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  God  is  with  them, 
and  they  are  prepared  for  their  exit  into  eternity. 
Were  they  unprepared  to  die,  death  would  have  its 
sting  and  the  grave  its  victory,  Death  brings  re- 
morse of  conscience  and  anguish  of  spirit  to  those 
not  prepared  for  its  summons.  It  brings  home  a 
life  spent  in  sin,  neglect  of  religion  and  the  soul — a 
God  of  infinite  justice,  a  heaven  lost  by  inattention 
and  rebellion — a  hell  procured  by  impenitence. 
To  saints  this  sting  has  no  power.  Though  they  re- 
gret and  bemoan  their  imperfections;  yet  they  are 
consoled,  that  through  free  grace  they  are  pardoned. 
They  look  beyond  the  passage  of  death.  Their 
minds  are  elevated  above  the  present  scenes.  The 
door  of  death  is  not  so  much  observed  as  the  city  into 
which  it  is  an  entrance.  The  grave  also  is  divested 
of  its  victory.  As  in  the  case  of  their  divine  Master, 
the  grave  cannot  hold  them'  forever.  They  shall 
rise  from  the  dust,  and  both  soul  and  body  shall  in- 
herit eternal  life.  What,  then,  have  they  to  fear 
from  death  and  the  grave? 

This  subject,  "as  we  suppose,"  applies  to  the  late 
sister  in  this  Church,  who  is  no  more  with  us,  a 
sLarer  in  our  joys  and  sorrows,  and  struggles  for 


eternal  life.  We  think  she  was  a  saint  on  earth,  and 
is  now  a  glorified  spirit  in  heaven,  made  perfect  be* 
fore  the  throne  of  eternal  love;  and  is,  for  the  pres- 
ent,  reaping  the  natural  fruits  of  disinterested  be- 
nevolence;  and  shall,  after  the  resurrection  of  the 
body,  reap  the  reward  of  a  life  of  fidelity  and  devo- 
tion, in  addition  to  her  present  enjoyment  "  in  that 
bright  world.5*  We  would  not  speak  with  too  much 
confidence;  for  we  cannot  look  beyond  the  transition 
from  time  to  eternity,  and  behold  her  mingling  her 
songs  and  praises  with  the  redeemed*  We  should 
be  content,  that  at  present,  we  are  ignorant  of  her 
destination;  satisfied  it  will  result,  whatever  it  may 
be,  in  the  highest  glory  of  God*  But  from  the  past, 
we  judge  of  the  future,  and  mourn  not  as  those  who 
have  no  hope.  She  was  early  in  life,  a  subject  of 
hopeful  conversion;  and  has  been,  for  thirty-one 
years,  a  public  follower  of  the  Lamb  of  God*  She 
uniformly  possessed  great  equanimity  of  mind  in  her 
religious  views  and  affections,  neither  elated  nor  de- 
pressed. She  was  an  ardent  lover  of  the  great  doc- 
trines of  the  gospel,  faithful  to  the  interest  of  reli- 
gion, cheerful  and  punctual  in  its  duties,  and  always 
ready  to  rejoice  in  the  conversion  of  sinners,  and  the 
prosperity  of  Zion.  Naturally  still  and  retiring,  her 
religious  experience  and  real  value  were  not  univer- 
sally known.  The  close  of  her  earthly  career,  shows 
where  were  her  heart  and  her  treasure;  and  that  she 
had  long  been  preparing  for  the  dread  moment  of  dis- 
solution. Months  before  her  decease,  she  gave  up  the 
world,  with  all  its  treasures  and  endearments,  which 
to  her  were  many  and  attractive;  and  they  seemed 
what  the  wise  man  says  of  them,  "Vanity  of  vanities 
— vanity  of  vanities;  all  is  vanity*  What  profit  hath 
a  man  of  all  his  labor,  which  he  taketh  under  the 
sun'?"  She  conversed  freely  of  her  state  of  feeling, 
her  views  of  truth  and  duty,  and  prospects  for  eter- 
nity. She  said,  "  I  have  no  will  opposed  to  the  di- 
vine will.  I  am  willing  God  should  do  his  pleasure 
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in  regard  to  me.  I  can  see  nothing  in  this  world, 
why  I  should  desire  a  further  stay."  I  have  gone 
to  the  entrance  of  eternity  with  many  christians  with 
much  pleasure;  but  never  with  more  entire  satisfac- 
tion and  confidence  in  any  instance  than  in  this;  and 
seemed  to  approach  more  closely  to  the  society  of  the 
redeemed,  than  beside  any  other  dying  bed.  Her 
hope  was  not  fluctuating;  but  steady,  calm,  rational 
and  cheerful.  And  from  all  we  can  discover  in  her 
case,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  that  her  death  was 
"precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord." 

The  surviving  husband  has  reason  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  a  kind  and  faithful  wife.  The  loss  is  irrepa- 
rable. She  was  to  you,  Sir,  what  Solomon  says  of 
the  properties  of  a  virtuous  wife  in  the  31st  Chapter 
of  Proverbs;  and  it  were  desirable  there  were  many 
such.  But  God  has  removed  this  treasure,  and  left 
you  alone  in  the  world.  You  have  reason  to  adopt 
the  language  of  "  the  sweet  Psalmist  of  Israel:" — 
"  Turn  thee  unto  me  and  have  mercy  upon  me,  for 
I  am  desolate  and  afflicted;  the  troubles  of  my  heart 
are  enlarged;  O  bring  me  out  of  my  distresses."  In 
the  decline  and  infirmities  of  life,  at  the  age  fixed 
for  man  on  the  earth,  you  are  left  by  all  of  your  do- 
mestic circle;  God  having  not  only  removed  your  be- 
loved consort,  but  also  an  affectionate  grand-daughter, 
on  whom  you  had  placed  strong  affection;  whose 
mind  was  clear  and  discriminating,  whose  piety  was 
ardent,  whose  knowledge  in  divinity  was  correct 
and  rapidly  extending,  whose  religious  experience  * 
was  distinctive  and  deep,  and  who  died  in  peaceful 
hope  of  heaven.  But  God  is  teaching  you  an  impor- 
tant and  solemn  lesson,  which 'you  should  diligently 
learn.  You  have  good  reasons  for  submitting  to  the 
destiny  of  providence.  Under  every  circumstance 
of  life,  there  is  good  reason  for  resigning  all  into  the 


*  See  Appendix. 


hand  of  God;  and  especially  when  he  displays  more 
fully  his  supremacy  before  us.  Then  the  duty  is 
more  manifest  and  impressive.  Unreserved  submis- 
sion to  God  under  the  allotments  of  his  agency,  is  a 
very  amiable  spirit.  In  your  submission,  you  are 
not  at  liberty  to  be  partial,  nor  selfish.  It  should 
be  cheerful,  impartial,  unreserved,  and  disinterest- 
ed. You  are  to  say,  "  Though  he  slay  me,  yet  will 
I  trust  in  him."  It  was  best  you  should  be  depriv- 
ed of  your  kind  friend.  God  had  good  reasons  for 
taking  from  your  domestic  circle,  this  endeared,  faith- 
ful partner  of  your  joys  and  sorrows.  And  as  her 
death,  as  we  think,  was  precious  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord,  you  have  no  reason  to  mourn  on  her  account; 
for  she  is  delivered  from  all  sorrow,  pain  and  sin; 
and  is  now  in  the  bosom  of  her  Savior,  uniting  with 
other  happy  spirits  "around  the  throne,"  in  more 
perfect  and  joyful  songs  than  we  can  sing  in  his  tem- 
ple below.  Your  Savior  said,  when  about  to  drink 
the  cup  of  affliction,  "  The  cup  which  my  Father 
hath  given  me,  shall  I  not  drink  itl"  Drink  the  cup 
of  your  present  affliction  cheerfully,  and  say,  Amen, 
to  the  pleasure  of  God;  then  will  your  bereavement 
prove  a  blessing,  by  quickening  you  in  the  path  of 
duty,  and  hastening  your  steps  on  the  road  to  heaven, 
and  rendering  your  own  death,  which  is  not  far  dis- 
tant, "precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord." 

And  may  your  daughter,  together  with  her  belov- 
ed companion  in  life,  and  their  children  remember, 
that,  by  the  removal  of  a  tender,  affectionate  and  in- 
dulgent friend,  they  have  sustained  a  great  loss. 
This  event  teaches  you,  my  friends,  to  place  your 
dependence  on  God,  and  fix  your  hopes  on  the  arm 
of  his  sovereign  power.  No  more  will  you  have  her 
counsels  and  prayers — no  more  receive  her  admoni- 
tions. You  are  to  follow  her  as  she  followed  the 
blessed  Lamb  of  God.  Never  forget  the  Christian 
example  she  set.  Never  reject  the  religion  she  em- 
braced.    Ever  bear  in  mind  the  solemn  call  you  now 


hear,  "Be  ye  also  ready."  Be  ready  for  the  coming 
of  the  Lord.  The  end  of  all  things  is  at  hand. 
Every  thing  is  tending  to  this  point  as  fast  as  possi- 
ble. Be  careful,  that  your  death  shall  be  "precious 
in  the  sight  of  the  Lord." 

And  to  the  sisters  of  the  deceased,  it  may  be  said, 
there  is  a  voice  from  the  world  of  spirits,  and  from 
the  throne  of  eternal  mercy,  which  admonishes  you 
to  stand  prepared  for  death.  Your  sister  has  gone 
to  her  "long  home."  She  has  left  a  pattern  for  you 
to  copy.  We  know  the  ties  which  bind  the  heart 
pf  sister  to  sister,  are  strong  and  endearing.  We 
know  that  events  of  playful  childhood  and  joyful 
youth,  make  impressions,  never  to  be  erased.  We 
know  the  strength  of  attachments,  in  maturer  age. 
We  know  these  crowd  around  your  minds  in  your 
present  afflictions.  You  felt  a  reluctance  at  parting 
with  your  sister,  But  you  should  reflect,  how  pre- 
cious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  is  the  death  of  his, 
saints.  Cheerfully,  then,  let  your  sister  go  home 
to  rest  from  her  labors,  to  end  her  sorrows,  to  cease 
from  sin,  and  to  be  "with  Christ,  which  is  far  bet- 
ter;" and  follow  after,  with  heart  and  soul,  in  all 
their  desires  and  affections,  fixed  on  the  glorious 
character  of  God, 

And  may  the  God  of  grace  quicken  all  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Church  in  the  path  of  duty,  to  hold  fast 
the  form  of  sound  words — and  let  their  conversation 
be  as  becometh  the  gospel,  and  renew  their  strength 
by  waiting  upon  the  Lord;  and  tfs  one  brother  and 
sister,  after  another,  are  ending  their  work  on  earth, 
and  passing  home  to  glory,  and  the  surviving  are 
treading  close  after-— let  each  of  us  be  especially 
careful  to  have  our  death  "Precious  in  the  sight  of 
the  Lord,"    Amen, 


APPENDIX. 


Sally  Walker  Gulliver  was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Gulliver,  and  grand-daughter  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Walker.  She 
resided  in  the  family  of  her  grandfather,  was  highly  and  justly  es- 
teemed by  him,  and  died  at  his  house,  Jan.  6,  1833,  aged  21.  She 
was  a  subject  of  a  revival  in  this  place,  in  1831,  and  made  a  public 
profession  of  her  faith  in  Christ,  Aug.  7,  1831.  The  following  nar- 
rative of  her  religious  experience,  written  by  her  own  hand,  was 
presented  and  read  in  public,  pursuant  to  the  good  practice  of  our 
Pilgrim  Fathers,  as  the  ground  of  her  hope  in  Christ. 

"From  my  childhood  I  have  had,  from  time  to  time,  serious  im. 
pressions  upon  the  subject  of  religion;  but  nothing  of  a  lasting  na- 
ture previous  to  the  year  1828,  when  my  attention  was  more  partic- 
ularly called  to  the  subject.  I  was  brought  to  see  my  perishing 
condition  as  a  sinner,  by  nature  and  by  practice — a  transgressor  of 
God's  holy  law  and  deserving  its  curse.  I  felt  myself  to  be  in  the 
hand  of  God,  and  at  his  entire  disposal;  and  that  it  depended  on  his 
sovereign  pleasure  whether  I  should  be  saved  or  lost.  I  felt  it  to  be 
a  matter  of  awful  uncertainty,  whether  he  intended  to  save  or  de- 
stroy me;  though  I  expected  it  would  be  the  latter;  and  I  saw  it 
would  be  perfectly  just.  I  was  unwilling  justice  should  take  place, 
I  believed  God  had  elected  to  salvation,  a  definite  part  of  mankind, 
"and  the  rest  were  blinded;"  and  I  felt  desirous  to  know  in  which 
class  I  was  included.  I  was  unwilling  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  a 
sovereign  God.  I  felt  distressed  in  my  then  present  situation;  and 
thought  it  preferable  not  to  exist,  than  to  exist  as  I  then  was.  I  was 
willing  to  die,  if  I  could  be  conveyed  to  heaven;  but  I  was  sensible 
the  moment  my  soul  left  the  body,  it  would  descend  to  perdition.  For 
this  reason  I  desired  life.  I  formerly  had  some  difficulties  respecting 
dependence  and  free-agency.     If  God  only  changes  the  heart,  how 
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can  I  be  required  to  do  his  work?     Now  I  perceived  my  entire  de- 
pendence on  God,  and  felt  my   obligation  to  obey  the  command 
"Make  you  a  new  heart."     I  saw  God  was  under  no  obligation  to 
give  me  a  new  heart,  as  I  had  transgressed  his  holy  law,  and  sinned 
against  him  all  my  days.     My  sins  appeared  very    aggravated.     I 
knew  I  had  destroyed  myself,  by  a  voluntary  course  of  rebellion. 
I  saw  no  way  to  escape  the  just  punishment  my  sins  deserved.     Af- 
ter continuing    some  time  in  this  state  of  mind,  I  was  brought  to 
see  that  God  was  a  Being  of  infinite  perfection;  that  all  his  purposes 
were  formed  in  supreme  wisdom  and  goodness;  that  all  his  perfec- 
tions were  glorious;  and  if  he  sent  me  to  hell,  his  justice  would  for- 
ever shine  in  beauty.     It  would  be  because  his  glory  and  the  great- 
est good  of  the  universe  required  it.     His  glory  appeared  of  more 
importance,  than  my  personal  interest;  and  I  think  I  was  willing  to 
give  it  up  to  promote  his  glory.     I  found  a  sweet  peace  of  mind  in 
being  willing  to  be  in  the  forming  hand  of  my  Creator.  How  lovely 
appeared  every  thing  about  him  !     I  could  rejoice,  that  he  had  made 
all  things  for  himself,  to  the  glory  of  his  name.     I  think  these  have 
been  my  views  and  feelings  from  that  time  to  the  present.     I  have 
had  no  rapturous  joy,  but  a  sweet  satisfaction,  that  Jehovah  reigns 
over  all  in  righteousness.     This  has  been  my  support  and  comfort, 
through  all  my  prosperity  and  adversity.     Christians  appear  amiable, 
and  a  real  excellence  breaks  forth  from  Christian  character,  which 
draws  forth  the  complacent  love  of  my  heart.     The  Sabbath  appears 
a  new  day;  and  I  think  I  can  say  with  the  poet, 

"  Day  of  all  the  week  the  best, 
Emblem  of  eternal  rest." 

I  hare  precious  and  refreshing  seasons  in  meditating  upon  the 
divine  word.  The  Bible  to  me  is  a  choice  treasure  of  divine  in- 
struction. Thus  I  am  led  to  hope  that  a  work  of  grace  has  been 
begun  in  my  soul.  "The  grace  appears  great  indeed,"  to  be  taken 
from  the  verge  of  deserved  woe,  and  made  a  subject  of  the  renovat- 
ing power  of  the  Holy  Spirit !  I  am  led  to  ascribe  all  I  am  in  Chris- 
tian love,  faith  and  hope,  to  the  riches  of  sovereign  mercy.  If  I  have 
experienced  this  great  change;  if  I  am  kept  from  falling  to  the  close 
of  life;  if  ever  I  arrive  at  heaven,  I  am  fully  sensible  it  will  all  be 
sovereign  grace  from  the  foundation  to  the  top  stone. 

And  now,  Christian  friends  in  this  church,  as  I  offer  myself  to 
your  fellowship  and  communion,  I  entreat  you  to  remember  me  in 
your  addresses  at  the  throne  of  grace,  that  I  may  be  preserved  from 


the  snares  and  temptations  of  this  evil  world,  and  a  subtle  enemy, 

and  a  deceitful  heart;  and  that  I  may  cherish  the  Spirit  of  Christ, 

who  did  not  render  evil  for  evil;  that  God  would  open  to  me  the  path 

of  duty  at  all  times,  incline  me  to  walk  therein,  keep  me  from  sin  in 

every  form,  wash  and  purify  and  make  me  white  in  the  blood  of  the 

Lamb,  and,  if  consistent  with  his  eternal  purposes,  through  the  riches 

of  his  grace,  for  the  Redeemer's  sake,  bring  me  at  length  to  his 

heavenly  kingdom. 

"SALLY  WALKER  GULLIVER." 

"Taunton,  Aug.  2,  1831." 


